
The options we have discussed with you so far 
Rochdale Masterplan : Lower Falinge

Option 1 - Repair & Review (March 2017) 

Option 2 - Refresh (March 2017)

Option 3 - Rethink (March 2017)

Ongoing

10-15
years

20+ years

Key features:

 · Low level of intervention

 · Some improvement to streets 
and lighting

 · Retain and maintain the 
existing green open spaces 
and play areas

 · Retain all existing homes

 · The garage site, adjacent to 
Sheriff Street, is identified as 
an appropriate location for 
new homes 

 · New doors and windows to key 
blocks 

Key features:

 · Redevelopment of the garage 
site and land in the east of 
the site - new homes and 
amenity spaces provided, and 
possibility of non-residential 
uses along St Mary’s Gate

 · Some existing homes may be 
demolished to make to make 
land available to develop 
higher quality homes 

 · Improving existing open 
spaces, play areas, streets, 
connections and lighting

 · Some improvement to key 
junctions and crossing points 
along St Mary’s Gate

 · New doors and windows to key 
blocks

Key features:

 · Rethinking the neighbourhood

 · An improved network of 
streets, public realm and 
landscaped spaces

 · A key central route with 
integrated landscape and play, 
running north to south through 
the site 

 · Detailed design consideration 
to the key junctions and 
crossing points along St Mary’s 
Gate 

 · New doors and windows to key 
blocks

 · New community facilities 
could be integrated into the 
masterplan 

St M
ary’s Gate

Howard Street

Falinge Road

Toad Lane

Spotland Road

Sh
er

iff
 S

tr
ee

t 

A
bb

ey
da

le
 R

oa
d 

Lidl 

St M
ary’s Gate

Howard Street

Falinge Road

Toad Lane

Spotland Road

Sh
er

iff
 S

tr
ee

t 

A
bb

ey
da

le
 R

oa
d 

Lidl 

St M
ary’s Gate

Howard Street

Falinge Road

Toad Lane

Spotland Road

Sh
er

iff
 S

tr
ee

t 

A
bb

ey
da

le
 R

oa
d 

Lidl 

Like  

Neutral

Dislike 

Like  

Neutral

Dislike 

Like  

Neutral

Dislike 



Our Vision for Lower Falinge  
Rochdale Masterplan : Lower Falinge

RBH Vision Getting around the wider area 

RBH and Rochdale Borough Council have been working closely on a collective 
vision for the transport and movement network. The key objectives are:
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Create a traffic calmed green route  attractive to pedestrians and cyclists  that 
connects Falinge Park and College Bank. 

Create a strong pedestrian link through Lower Falinge that connects the town 
centre, Lidl supermarket, the green spine route and Falinge Park

Pedestrian connection linking Spotland High, College Bank, ASDA, Hopwood 
Hall College, Broadfield Park, Exchange Shopping Centre and Rochdale 
Interchange.

Create an easily navigable connection between the town centre and Rochdale 
Infirmary

Downgrade Sheriff Street  

Create legible east to west routes to allow easy movement between residential 
areas to the west and the retail park directly to the east of Lower Falinge 

Introduce frontage onto College Bank Way to active street 

Potential elevated walkway allowing easier access from College Bank into the 
town centre.

Potential pedestrian crossing across St. Mary’s Gate

 · Lower Falinge needs investment- the tenants and residents deserve better 
opportunities

 · We don’t want to miss the opportunity for investment in Rochdale from Government or 
Greater Manchester

 · We need to make sure we make the best decisions on how we invest to provide better 
long term options for current and future residents.

 · We risk reducing demand if we don’t provide a better quality home than currently 
offered

 · Tenants and residents have told us they want changes, particularly to entrances, 
communal areas and their environment 

 · A better mix and quality of homes will help make Central Rochdale a more attractive 
place to live

 · We have an opportunity to make more of this great Town Centre location and create 
places where people want to come and live

 · We can help make Rochdale Town Centre thrive
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Why some options don’t work
Rochdale Masterplan : Lower Falinge

Option 3: ‘Rethink’

Option 1: ‘Repair & Review’

Option 2: ‘Refresh’

The Do-Minimum Option

 · Repairs and basic 
improvements

 · Some improvements to 
streets and lighting

 · Retention of all existing homes

 · Small scale development 
opportunity at ‘garage site’

 · Continued maintenance of 
open spaces

 · Some junction improvements 
and crossing points along St 
Mary’s Gate

Why we have discounted this option 

 · The repairs required are extensive in many cases and will be very 
expensive to carry out. 

 · Increased management will result in higher costs for residents through 
service charge increases if agreed.

 · This option will not increase revenue or reduce costs for RBH. 

 · Whilst this option would mean homes remained decent, it would not 
deliver any wider benefits for current or future residents. This option will 
only be a short term fix so we would need to review options again in 3-5 
years’ time.

 · This option will not diversify the tenure profile of the area.

 · This option will not help attract private sector investment into the wider 
Town Centre area.

The Do Medium Option

 · Redevelopment of  ‘garage 
site’ and land to the east

 · Some clearance to enable 
more residential development 
areas

 · Improvements to streets and 
lighting

 · Continued maintenance of 
open spaces

 · Some junction improvements 
and crossing points along St 
Mary’s Gate

Why we have discounted this option

 · This option will include the clearance of some of worst quality stock but 
still requires significant retention and therefore need for investment in 
existing stock which will be expensive.

 · Increased management will result in higher costs for residents through 
increased service charges. 

 · There is not sufficient demand for this type of stock in this area to make it 
sustainable in the long term.

 · Whilst this option would mean homes remained decent, it would not 
deliver any wider benefits for current or future residents.

 · This option will not significantly change the tenure profile of the area.

 · This option will not increase revenue or reduce costs significantly for RBH. 

 · This option will not help attract private sector investment into the wider 
Town Centre area.

The Do More Option

 · Significant demolition 
to create meaningful 
development areas to attract 
private sector investment 
and offer a mix of housing of 
different types and tenures 

 · An improved network of 
streets, public realm and 
landscaped spaces

 · A key central route with 
integrated landscape and 
play

 · Detailed design consideration 
for key junctions and crossing 
points along St Mary’s Gate

 · Potential for up to 560 new 
homes 

Why this is our preferred option 

 · This option will allow RBH to invest more in the neighbourhood. 

 · This option enables us to provide a better mix and different types of 
housing in the neighbourhood. 

 · This option offers the biggest opportunity to attract private sector 
investment. 

 · This option will deliver the greatest wider benefits such as better quality 
retained homes, improved connections to the Town Centre, much better 
quality open and shared spaces and the potential for new development in 
the future. 



Preferred Approach
Rochdale Masterplan : Lower Falinge

Aspirations: 
• Improve existing streets and lighting, and create a 

range of new streets and routes
• Improve open spaces and play areas and create new 

ones
• Provide new homes of a variety of house types and 

flats 
• Houses to have integrated parking to the front or 

rear 
• Flats with contained semi-private courtyard spaces 

with integrated play and secure parking 
• New Central Park with play 
• Tree lined green link connecting Falinge Road and 

Spotland Road, with wide pavements and cycle 
route 

• Improvements along St Mary’s Gate - buildings set 
back, wider pavements, cycle tracks, green buffer 
to road and possible non-residential uses at the 
ground floor. 

• Better crossing and improved junctions to St Mary’s 
Gate - shared surfaces and safer crossing points 

• Opportunity for even more improvements and 
changes in the long term

• Retained flats new windows and doors 
• Private gardens for ground floor flats 

20+ 
years
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Option 3: ‘Rethink’
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Your Neighbourhood 
Rochdale Masterplan : Lower Falinge

Streets 
Tell us what you think

Play Spaces 

New Homes

New & Improved Open Spaces 

Parking 



rbh.org.uk

How will you   
support me if   
I have to move?

At least 
12 months 
notice

£5,800 compensation  
for RBH tenants and  
owner occupiers

An offer to  
buy your home  
if you’re an  
owner occupier 
and we will cover 
your costs

Tailored support 
to meet your 
needs whether 
renting or buying

A like for like home 

A dedicated contact  
throughout the process

£500  
disturbance 
payment plus 
£250 towards 
removal costs

Highest priority  
for re-housing



What else  
is happening? 
Jobs and skills

Regeneration isn’t just about buildings, 
but seeing positive changes in the lives 
of residents. RBH is working with the 
RSA to explore what would best help 
local people who are out of work get 
into jobs – and those already in work, 
progress their careers.

From the workshops which the RSA and 
RBH have run over the past couple of 
months with residents and partners, 
some really great ideas to support 
residents have been explored. We will be 
working hard to develop these further 
and identify suitable funding over the 
coming months.

This work is part of keeping the  
existing community together.

We want to make sure that a 
new regeneration initiative 
delivers a real benefit 
locally in terms of skills and 
employability of local people. 

We will hold further events 
later in the year to ensure 
that residents views on future 
plans are taken on board, 
before these are finalised.

rbh.org.uk



YES NO

Shaping your  
neighbourhood 

rbh.org.uk

Residents Deal
Would you like the chance to have a say in how  
your neighbourhood is run and developed now  
and in the future?

If so, we are considering a Residents Deal for 
College Bank and Lower Falinge. This would 
set out how RBH and the community will work 
together to make the future neighbourhoods 
great places to live. 

If you think this is a good idea, let us know here:  

If you would like to be involved in developing the 
Residents Deal, please leave your details with us.



What happens next?

rbh.org.uk

Home visits
RBH will visit every resident 
at their home to discuss the 
proposals, how they may 
be affected and next steps. 
We are aiming to complete 
these during the summer.

Informal drop-in 
sessions
These will continue to be 
on a Tuesday morning from 
10am-12pm at the Lower 
Falinge Community Base. 

More consultation 
events

These will be based on themes 
such as new homes, public 
areas and landscaping, 
play areas and car parking. 
Residents can attend sessions 
which they are interested in 
and together we can decide 
how these themes feature in 
the Masterplan.

Funding 

We will be actively seeking funding to 
support the Masterplan work. This funding 
could be from the Government, the private 
sector and from RBH’s own resources.

Planning

We will be working closely 
with Rochdale Council to 
include the Masterplan work 
in their planning documents.



rbh.org.uk

Delivering  
our promises 
We have lots of experience of similar 
regeneration projects and always ensure 
our residents are looked after and have a 
home that best meets their needs.

“Once we had decided where we wanted to 
move to everything was organised for us. 
We’re very pleased with the house.”

Mrs Wild, Kirkholt resident

“As soon as I moved, the  
house and location felt right 
and I’m happy to live here.”

Mr McDonald, Middleton resident 

“The whole move was 
very positive. We got 
compensation and RBH 
were very caring and 
helpful. They pushed for us 
to get the house we wanted 
and we really love it

“The move has done the 
world of good, especially 
as the council have fitted 
a stairlift and wet room to 
help my disabled husband.

Mrs Holmes, Ings Lane resident

home
sweet
home




