
Your Neighbourhood
Rochdale Masterplan : College Bank
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‘Great Location’

Tell us about your neighbourhood...

‘Friendly Neighbours’‘Good Diversity’

Pin your block



Things you said you like...
Rochdale Masterplan : College Bank

Tell us more...

Location

“Central location near to town”

“Convenient”

“Near shops, GP surgery and local services”

Community/ neighbours

“Concierge’s / Security”

“Good neighbours”

Flats

“Flats are all on one level, comfortable and spacious”

“Amazing views”

“Feel safe and secure”

“Balconies”

“Lifts are excellent”

Views from the towers

Security

Flat size, layout and balconies.

Proximity to the city centre

‘Seven Sisters’ 



Things you said you didn’t like...
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Tell us more...

“Basement entrance doesnt feel secure”

“Groups of youths outside blocks-smoking weeds and drinking”

Condition of the flats/estate

Security

Inside:

“Graffiti in subways”

“Speeding cars on road (going the wrong way)”

Outside:

“Issues getting to town at night-time restrictions”

“The look of the flats”

“Parking and bays in bad places”

“Heating is expensive and rubbish”

“Blockage issues with the drainage systems”

“Draughty windows”

“Tenants noise level”

Community areas

Underpass to the town centre

Parking

The basement entrance and street

Main street



Things you said need improvements...
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Tell us more...

“Better security on entrances/stairways”

“Possible fob access for stairwells”

“Tackle rough sleepers tailgating inot blocks”

“Better enforcement-ASB/ Mobile security on the estate”

“Security that can take action-report to police etc.”

“Pedestrian crossing at Toad Lane”

“More communal spaces”

“Nicer outdoor areas-more garden areas with benches”

“Possibly change type of heating/ improve storage heaters”

“Solar panels on block”

“Quicker repairs to lift”

“How blocks are managed due to some tenant issues”

“Tenants respect for the buildings”

“Noise through flats”

“Better awareness of health & safety- first aid facilities and trial evacuation”

Existing blocks refurbished 

New windows, doors and entrances

Refurbishment of towers 

Private outdoor space

Good quality homes

What makes a good neighbourhood?



Why Regeneration?
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What does regeneration mean for 
you? 
The area

Improve the perception of the current neighbourhood and the levels of satisfaction with 
homes and neighbourhoods

The Process

We will be asking for your views on your home and your neighbourhood - the people 
living here know many of the issues best.

We will keep all existing residents updated as any options develop so you would know if 
this was a possibility months before any final decision is made.

If demolition happens RBH will:

• contact all directly affected residents

• Offer face to face help and support

• Ensure clear information for the wider community

• Give priority rehousing for a similar home

•  Manage empty homes and continue to maintain the neighbourhood

College Bank and Lower Falinge have had lots 
of bad media coverage focussing on the poor 
quality of homes and high unemployment.   
Some of the recent benefit changes have made 
the homes less popular than they used to be 
– and for a long time they have not been the 
first choice for people looking for a home in 
Rochdale.  There is also massive investment 
in Rochdale Town Centre and there is a real 
opportunity to better connect people living in 
College Bank and Lower Falinge in to this. 

Our approach is to look at options for 
investment that can improve both the quality 
of homes and the quality of life chances at 
the same time – joining up our approaches to 
both people and place.  For example looking 
at how we can make sure that money spent on 
physical improvements can help local people 
into training and jobs to help deliver these. 

Over the next three months there are some 
intensive workshop sessions which we would 
encourage all those living or working in and 
around College Bank and Lower Falinge to get 
involved with.  We have deliberately focussed 
studies looking at options over the same time 
period and focusing on the same place.  Now is 
the time to let us know what you think of your 
neighbourhoods, what you like or don’t like and 
anything you think could be better.  

From April all this work will be pulled together 
to provide clear options to consult on and 
work up further.  It might feel like you are being 
asked lots of questions at once but this is your 
chance to have your say – and part of the work 
is making sure that all the responses are joined 
up to inform the whole piece of work and make 
sure that any options are influenced by those 
who know their neighbourhoods best – the 
people who live and work there.  

Work underway includes; Levitt Bernstein 
and GVA – who are working on options for 
quality homes and public space, RSA who are 
looking at how we can increase opportunities 
for employment, particularly linked to any 
plans for physical change for example jobs 
and apprenticeships in construction.  RBH and 
Rochdale Borough Council are working very 
closely together to look at how we can best 
deliver services and investment in the area.  

Falinge Park

College Bank Town Centre

Lower Falinge

Rochdale Infirmary

St Mary’s Gate

Rochdale Interchange

St Edmunds Church

Lidl

Hopwood Hall College



Repair
The ‘Do Minimum’ Option
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What are your thoughts...

BENEFITS
• Maintain main streets and lighting

• Maintain and repair existing buildings

• Some junctions in St mary’s Gate could be improved

• Maintain open spaces 

ISSUES 
• Repairs and maintenance will incur heavy costs over the next 10-20 

years and beyond

• No revenue is generated for greater improvements

• No real long term benefits for the community

• There will be no long term demand for 750 flats of this type

4
2

1

1 Improving access to 
facilities in your area

3 Maintain existing open 
spaces 

2 Maintain and repair the 
existing buildings

4 Maintain streets and  
lighting

Ongoing
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What are your thoughts...

BENEFITS
• Improve streets and lighting

• Improve open spaces

• Better crossing and improved junctions in St Mary’s Gate 

• Improve connection to the Hopwood College Hall

• Potential for using the garages and car park spaces for non residential 
uses

• Opportunity for more improvements and changes in the long term.

ISSUES
• Loss of parking spaces

• Development will take longer

• Some demolition and disruption to residents in the short term

2

1

1 Improve existing streets and open spaces - retain and 
improve existing valuable landscape

2 Better use of garages and parking spaces with non 
residential uses along College Bank Way

Refresh
The ‘Do Medium’ Option

Rochdale Masterplan : College Bank

10-15 
years
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What are your thoughts...

BENEFITS
• Improve streets and lighting

• Improve open spaces

• Better crossing and improved junctions in St Mary’s Gate 

• Improve connection to the Hopwood College Hall

• Opportunity to provide a better mix of homes and facilities and 
generate some revenue for more improvements to the neighbourhood

• Opportunity for more improvements and changes in the long term.

ISSUES 
• Loss of parking spaces

• Development will take longer

• Some demolition and disruption to residents in the short term

2
1

1 Provide new homes for residents with safe and pedestrian 
friendly streets.  Create a richer mix of tenures.

2 Improve open spaces - create a green link from the river 
Roch to Falinge Park.

Re-think
The ‘Do More’ Option
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20+ 
years
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Way Forward
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Today
6th February 2017

- Tell us about your 
neighbourhood

- How will regeneration affect 
you?

- Discuss 3 possible scenarios 
of redevelopment.

Further developed options and

opportunity to comment and 

share ideas regarding each

16th March 2017 End March-mid April

Next Steps

Next Session:

Feedback Forms

Final ExhibitionConsultation
Exhibition of the 

developed options and 
a plan for the future of 
your neighbourhood

We will see you again on the 16th of March 2017. RBH will be in touch with you 
regarding the next workshop session, leaflets will be sent out to you in advance 
of the day. The design team will take your suggestions, ideas and concerns from 
today’s session and further develop the three development options.
At the next workshop, you will see the developed options - showing you levels 
of improvements on each. For example how the improved streets, spaces and 
proposed new development might look like.

We strongly urge you to fill in the feedback form, so our team can learn more about 
your choices. One of our staff members can help you fill this out.

Please return your form to one of the project team. 
Thank you.

Tell us why? Tell us why?

‘Do medium’

‘Do more’‘Do minimum’

Refresh

Repair Re-think

Ambitions for College Bank:  
There are four key issues to address in looking at the future of your neighbourhood:
• A more positive identity for your neighbourhood
• Improving the streets and public spaces
• Improving the homes and buildings
• Improving access to jobs and work opportunities in your area

Benefits
Improve streets and lighting
Improve open spaces
Better crossing and improved junctions in St Mary’s 
Gate 
Improve connection to the Hopwood College Hall
Potential for using the garages and car park spaces for 
non residential uses along College Bank Way 
Opportunity for more improvements and changes in the 
long term

Issues
Development will take longer
Some demolition and disruption 
to residents in the short term

Benefits
Maintain main streets and lighting
Maintain and repair existing buildings
Some junctions in St Mary’s Gate could be 
improved
Maintain open spaces

Issues
Repairs and maintenance will incur heavy 
costs over the next 10-20 years and beyond
No revenue is generated for greater 
improvements
No real long term benefits for the community
There will be no long term demand for 750 
flats of this type

Benefits
Improve streets and lighting
Improve open spaces
Better crossing and improved junctions in St Mary’s 
Gate 
Improve connection to the Hopwood College Hall
Opportunity to provide a better mix of homes  and 
facilities and generate some revenue for more 
improvements to the neighbourhood
Opportunity for more improvements and changes in 
the long term

Issues
Development will take longer
Some demolition and disruption to 
residents in the short term

Your Name: 
Address:

Contact no/ email address:

RBH Tenant RBH Leaseholder OtherRBH employee

Rochdale Masterplan
College Bank

Repair, Refresh, Re-think

Like Dislike Neutral
Like Dislike Neutral

Like Dislike Neutral
Tell us why?

Re
fre
sh

Re
pa
ir

Re
-th
ink

Loss of parking spaces
Development will take longer
Some demolition and disruption to residents in the short term


